Repository: http://seshatdatabank.info/ Seshat is a massive database of global historical and archeological data to facilitate investigating socio-political organization of human societies and the evolution of civilizations. Initiated in 2011, the databank is the brain-child of a multidisciplinary group of academics (cliodynamicians, anthropologists, and historians) who saw the need for a digital resource that enabled researchers to rigorously test hypotheses regarding how complex historical phenomena unfolded. Seshat also performs a broader service by providing digital access to the combined knowledge of generations of historians and archeologists for social scientists and humanities researchers.
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References above to "cliodynamics" and "hypothesis testing" may have already sent chills through the core of many historians among the audience, as variants of both topics served as sources of bitter arguments in the field for decades. Whichever side one may fall in the blood feuds over such topics, both researchers and students will find great value in engaging Seshat.
The primary mission of the databank is to assist social scientists in comparing rival quantitative hypotheses, using historical and archeological data. The data are global, covering a wide temporal scope that ranges from 4400 BCE to the present, depending on the geographic historical polities, describing the role of social complexity in the evolution of these polities. This is a precursor to tackling larger topics, such as a comparative analysis of different factors in the rise and evolution of human societies, including agriculture, warfare, trade, and political organization. Seshat is one of the few resources that offers paths for multidisciplinary research to approach such daunting yet fundamental topics.
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